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Regarding the publication of
this commemorative booklet

Tsuyoshi Saihana

Chairman
Sumoto International Association

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the people of Hawaii County, Hawaii, as well as the
people of Van Wert, Ohio, for their long-lasting friendship with us. During the long time we have
spent together as sister cities, a number of high school students, association members, and I myself
have visited Hawaii and Van Wert; traveling from Sumoto, Awaji Island. We were welcomed by the
people of Hawaii and Van Wert, and we in turn have also welcomed our friends from there into our

homes.

These exchanges have given the youth of Sumoto a great opportunity to scale up their future
dreams. It also helps the association members, who are Sumoto citizens, realize that it is not too late
even for adults to better themselves by getting in touch with different cultures and having the rare
opportunity of communicating with people from their sister cities. This helps awaken the people of

Sumoto’s awareness towards the rest of the world.

Awaji island, on which Sumoto is located, is connected to two larger islands by bridges at its
north and south, respectively, and is accessible by four airports in about one hour by car. One of
them, Kansai International Airport, is not all that far from Awaji, either. The demand for inbound
trips to Japan is on the rise even though the COVID-19 outbreak occurred in 2020. Awaji also has
great potential as a destination for overseas tourists. I believe that our experience and knowledge
accumulated through the sister-city exchange will be a great asset when we catch the wave. The
Sumoto International Association is committed to making Awaji, our hometown, even more
attractive; making the most of the assets we have and will have through exchange both in the past

and in the future.

We published this commemorative booklet to express our gratitude to all the people who have been
involved in the sister-city exchange, as well as our expectation to continue working alongside them
together. The memories of our friendship with our two sister cities are shown here together with

nostalgic photos and words.

On these 20th and 25th anniversaries respectively, the entire association unites its efforts to build
even better relationships with Hawaii and Van Wert.
In closing, I would like to ask everyone for his/her continued support and cooperation, and I also

wish the best of health and happiness to all of them, too.
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Greetings

Michihiro Takeuchi
Mayor of Sumoto City

It is a great pleasure to see that the city of Sumoto reached its 25th and 20th anniversaries of sister-city
affiliation with Van Wert, Ohio, and Hawaii County, Hawaii, U.S.A, respectively. I would like to extend my
sincere appreciation to the members and staft’ of the Sumoto International Association and to the many

other people in and outside of Japan for their cooperation in these long-lasting relationships.

Sumoto and Van Wert became affiliated as sister cities in 1996 and have developed mutual exchange
mainly through the youth delegation programs since then. Not only our youth, but also their chaperones
were welcomed into the homes of their host families to better understand each other’s culture and how

they live their daily lives.

While I've not yet been to Van Wert, I have heard everyone who has visited there say, "I was really
impressed with its wide open spaces". That may be because of the huge scale of the fields and never-
ending roads, which you never see in Sumoto, made them feel something exotic and realize how big
the world really is. Also, the citizens of Van Wert are mostly White people whose appearance, way of
thinking, and life style are very different from our own. I believe it is important for young Japanese people

to learn about other cultures in their own environment, and to help foster their minds to understand it.

In addition, Sumoto has established a sister-city relationship with Hawaii in the year 2000 and has
carried out a youth exchange almost every year since then. Thus far, over 300 people have engaged in the

program.

I have visited Hawaii several times. It is a friendly place for us because it is also an island and many of the
locals are Japanese descendants. While we speak different languages, we have a lot in common such as food
culture and way of thinking, which is very interesting to know. I hope that by learning about Hawaiian

culture, our Japanese youth open their eyes and become interested in and proud of their own culture.

While both sister cities are part of the U.S., they have very different cultures and are attractive and
interesting in their own ways. At the same time, there is no difference in people's warmness and
friendliness. I would like to continue providing Sumoto citizens with the opportunity to engage in

exchange with them. Also, it is my hope that our relationship with the two cities will grow even further.

In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone involved in producing this commemorative booklet, and

I wish the best of health and happiness to all its readers.
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True exchange

Eiji Saga
Adviser
Sumoto International Association

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the 20th and 25th anniversaries of our sister-
city affiliation with Hawaii County and the city of Van Wert, respectively. I have been a member of the
association since its founding, and I was working as the vice chairman when Mr. Oishi was chairman.
I visited Hawaii and was deeply touched by the warmhearted welcome of the people in Hilo. Through
various programs conducted during my stay there, I was able to communicate with a lot of people and
experienced things that were totally different from what I was able to do when I had visited there on
business before. I also visited Hawaii with Mr. Oishi to oversee some procedures and to help coordinate
things when the Hawaii Florist and Shippers Association, which had served as a sponsor for accepting our
delegations to Hilo, was transferred to the Kiwanis Club of East Hawaii. This is one of the things that

stands out in my memory.

As I got to know the Kiwanis Club members and the students from the Hilo High Key Club through
my many visits to Hilo, I came to realize that the Key Club students were much more independent than
our own students from Awaji at doing things. I was surprised to see that they had already acquired the
abilities necessary to live in society as an individual. There was a lot to learn from them, which made me

teel that I had witnessed the differences between us in terms of country and educational systems.

It seems like it was only yesterday that I visited Hilo as the chairman of the association, to attend a grand
ceremony to celebrate the fifth anniversary together with Mr. Yanagi, the then city mayor, as well as a
multitude of association members. The deeper our exchange grew, the more friends I made. And I am

grateful for all the friendship that still remains.

The Goshiki Exchange Associations and the Sumoto International Association were merged upon the
administrative merger of the two respective towns during my term as chairman; and the city mayor,
association members and I visited Van Wert to participate in the signing ceremony between Van Wert
and the newly formed Sumoto City. I was honored to sign the agreement, which is also an unforgettable
memory of mine. A lot of people welcomed us with great hospitality, which assured me that our years of
exchange had borne fruit. They took us to many places including schools, and agricultural, governmental
and industrial facilities where we were given detailed explanations and learned with surprise at how
huge they were compared to those in Japan. Incidentally, that was around the time when the financial
crisis started due to the Lehman Brothers collapse, and I still remember how quiet the GM and Ford

headquarters were when we visited there in Detroit.

Lastly, I would like to thank the successive chairmen and association members who have made tremendous
efforts to establish the sister-city affiliation with Hawaii and Van Wert. The fact that our exchange with

them is still active is a proof that our international exchange is a true one.

Although we have had a lot of restrictions placed upon us in the midst of the COVID-19 lockdowns, it is my

hope that the Sumoto International Association will further promote exchange in new and innovative ways.
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People are people the world
over!!

Takashi Kotoidani

Adviser
Sumoto International Association

First of all, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to both the people of Hawaii County
and the city of Van Wert for their friendship on the 20th and 25th anniversaries as sister cities,
respectively. Also, I would like to thank and congratulate all successive and current members of the
association as well as the people who have participated in our delegation programs so far. In addition,
I would like to extend my appreciation to the governments of Hawaii, Van Wert, and Sumoto for

their understanding and support for our activities.

I served as the chairman of the association for four years. Mr. Saga, my predecessor, had contributed
to the merger of the Goshiki Exchange Association and Sumoto International Association. It was
quite a challenge to maintain the delegation to Hawaii as well as to resume the youth delegation to
Van Wert that had been halted for quite some time. This "continuation and challenge" sounded like
a huge responsibility for me to take, but I was able to succeed thanks to the strong support from
everyone involved. We had developed deep and close relationships with both Hawaii and Van Wert
ever since we had become affiliated with them as sister cities during the previous era of the Goshiki

Exchange Association and Sumoto International EExchange Association.

I've been to Hawaii seven times and to Van Wert two times (one of which was to attend the signing
ceremony). In all of these visits, I was able to touch the values of different cultures and, as a
result, was able to reaftirm the significance of culture and environment of Awaji and Japan. Also,
communication with the local people made me feel that we were all the same human beings living in

one world, even though we were different in race, politics and religion.

Nowadays, we can easily communicate with each other remotely thanks to advanced IT technologies,
but going on an exchange program is still worth spending the time, money and effort because it goes

straight to our hearts.

Unfortunately, there are currently restrictions on overseas travel and activities at present.
Nevertheless, it is important to continue fostering our great relationship with our sister cities via

mutual delegations and visits.

Personally, I visited Hawaii Island with my family two years ago. We enjoyed driving through the
town of Hilo. I can tell it is a great destination for a family trip. Now, I am secretly planning to go to

Van Wert next time. Before that, maybe I should take a few English lessons...

Lastly, I hope for the further success of the Sumoto International Association.

People are people the world over!! Let's hurrah for our international exchangel!l
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Memories from sister-city
exchanges

Manabu Kinoshita

Adviser
Sumoto International Association

I would like to express my deepest gratitude and heartfelt congratulations on the 20th and the
25th anniversaries of Sumoto's sister-city affiliation with Hawaii County and the city of Van Wert,

respectively.

I served as chairman of the association for four years from 2013 to 2016. During that time, I was
honored to be able to visit Hawaii a total of three times. During the final year of my tenure, I visited

Van Wert as part of the first delegation that the association had sent there in five years.

Unfortunately, my first visit to Hawaii started with some trouble. It happened when all of us got
on board our flight at Kansai International Airport. We had arrived as scheduled and we were just
waiting for takeoff. Unfortunately, the airplane was found to have a minor technical problem which
delayed our departure and trapped us there for one-and-a-half hours. It may have been an uneasy
start, but it was followed by a wonderful stay thanks to Mayor Kenoi and the other Hawaiian
people who welcomed us with open arms. My third visit to Hawaii was to commemorate the 15th
anniversary of the sister-city relationship between Hawaii County and Sumoto City. I accompanied
Mr. Takeuchi, the mayor of Sumoto, to Liliuokalani park, the largest Japanese garden in Hawaii,
where he planted a memorial tree and had the honor of being the third Japanese person who had
done so. The three visits to Hawail were valuable experiences not only for the high schoolers who
participated, but also for myself; all of these experiences have had a positive impact on my business
as well as my life. I would like to thank Goya, Amy, Ms. Masuhara, and everyone else in Hawaii who

supported us.

In my last year as chairman, I also went to Van Wert, which I had strongly desired to do. The well-
maintained, beautiful townscape was very impressive. Mayor Mazur drove our bus and took us on
a tour of the city so we could visit some local sites; including the city government office, and the
library. We were glad to see a signboard had been installed at the city border along a main road to

describe our sister-city relationship.

We have had a lot of wonderful experiences that we could have never enjoyed without being
members of the Sumoto International Association. Everything that happened owes itself to the
contribution and efforts that so many people have made to the association. We would like to continue
promoting international exchange and to hand down a better future for not only Sumoto, but for our

sister cities as well, and to help bring about peace in the entire world.
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Looking back on the last 20 years

Mieko Nishimoto

Director
Sumoto International Assocation

Since Sumoto International Association was founded twenty years ago, I have been in charge of the
foreign exchange committee. At first we didn’t know what we should do, and then we went to study
to the well-established International Associations in larger cities. Members from various industries
supported the development of different aspects of our sister-city relationship with Van Wert and

Hawaii.

As for me, I worked as one of interviewers who chose the students to go to the U.S.
Getting to know the students before they go to the U.S,, it gives me great excitement to see how
they change after returning from abroad. In the post-exchange feedback sessions, we never received

complaints or negative comments since the program started.

Upon their return, everyone seems more mature and confident. They tell us how they enjoyed their
homestay, showing their video and photographs. They also tell us“We couldn’t express ourselves
enough in English but the U.S.people tried to understand us” They felt guilty about being unable to

adequately express themselves.

Experiencing different cultures and communicating with the host families with the English they
have learned gives them a renewed sense of motivation to continue developing their cross-cultural

communication skills.

After graduating from high schools, some students went to the foreign language college or entered
the university abroad or won the first prize in speech contest, others got the job abroad after

mastering English. I feel satisfied to hear their updates on.

Lastly I would like to express my ‘ ! i
appreciation to all the people who supported A
this program and host families in Japan and
the U.S. I hope this program will last long

hereafter.
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Celebrating the 25th

anniversary of sister city with
Van Wert

Toru Amazutsumi

Kay Louth/Times Bulletin .
Toru Amazutsumi (right), a visitor from Van Wert's sister city, Goshiki, looks D t
over the model of the construction at Central Insurance, along with Mayor 1rector
Don Farmer and Central representative Ed Buhl.

Come on over’

By KAY L. LOUTH

Sumoto International Association

It has been such a long time that I can't remember when I became
a member of the Exchange Association. I remember that I had
joined the Goshiki Exchange Association at the recommendation
of the local chairman. During that time in Goshiki, we had

exchanges with friendship cities within Japan.

I remember that Van Wert (hereinafter referred to as VW) formed
a sister city tie in 1996. We had been actively interacting, frequently sending and accepting delegations
during the first five years. At that time, I think that even the adults who accompanied the VW and Goshiki

delegations were home staying.

In November 2002, a big tornado hit VW and they had a natural disaster. After that time the exchanges
were delayed, but we continued to have exchanges such as pictures and calligraphy drawn by local

students.

Following the agreement to merge with Sumoto City in February 2005, the Goshiki Exchange
Association deeply discussed how to manage the sister city relationship with VW after the merger and as
a result, decided to confirm the intention with VW. In May of the same year, I visited VW alone as the
representative of Chairman Sogawa (at that time) and the Goshiki Exchange Association. I had a meeting
with Mayor Don Farmer (at that time) to explain the situation and confirm the future direction. As a
result, I returned to Japan with confirmation that our sister city relationship will be maintained even after

the merger. A delegation was dispatched in August of this year, too.

After that, Goshiki-cho officially merged with Sumoto City in February 2006, but the Exchange
Association had been carrying out activities separately for a while without merging at the same time.
And in 2007, which was the 10th anniversary, Sumoto city accepted the VW delegation supported by the

Goshiki Exchange Association as the last time.

The following October 2008, Mayor Yanagi (at that time) and members of the Sumoto International

Association visited VW and signed a sister city agreement with Sumoto City, which continues to today.

Since then, we have dispatched students three times, and in 2019 we accepted a delegatlon from VW. I
was surprised that this acceptance was the first time as the Sumoto JE& : :

International Association.

It is very emotional for me to know we overcame various issues to
continue our sister city relationship and are now celebrating the §
25th anniversary. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to

everyone who has made efforts during this period.
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Ed Conover photo
Mayor Osamu Sunao (right) of Goshiki, Japan, and Van Wert Mayor Gene Bagley (seated left) sign the Sister City agreement
between the two communities during a ceremony held Wednesday afternoon in the Van Wert County Common Pleas
Courtroom.

VW, Goshiki now sister cities

Signing of accord
makes it official

By DAVID L. MOSIER
Times-Bulletin Editor
1 was “the culmination of a Lot of burd
work,” but for the more than 100 people

All spoke in lofty (erms about the agree-
meat, with Mayor Bagley noting his wish that
the milestone accord will “result in decper

friendship and loyalty between our two  Va
ina

nations” as well s between the (o communi-
ties.

Mnyu: Sunao, for his part, s:
very prowd ofbating st o ip and
enamarated the fong Pt that tiogan in
1993 and eventually led 10 ul Sister City sta-

who were crowded into the Van Wert tus.

Cull:my Cnmmnn Pleas Courtroom, it seen)
wel
“The signing of the (ormal Sist Ciy a
ment between Van Wert and the Japancse
of Goshiki was a1 once the crowning achi
‘ment and just the beginning of what both Van
Wert and Goshiki officials bope will be a long

City relationship will
and expand the. nospitlity betwéen Goshisi

Burehfield called the Sister City agreement

“the culmination of 3 lot Of hard work from  tained the G

‘both sides of the Pacific Ocean.”
eement spells out the general arcas
of the relationship between the (Wo communi-
ties, stating the followin
at cach city Shat scive 10 R
the interchanging of ideas, education and cul-
ture and shall encourage the interchange of
students and other individuals for the botter
understanding of world relationships and by
succeeding in doing so shall hopofully bring

1o how mankind can cooperate, one with the

formal Sister City relationship between
Goshiki is just Khu mm chaptes

5 munisis haye sent
student cultural exchange delegations in each
of the past (wo years.

Following the oficil sigeing of the Sisce
Clty agrectment, Van Wert esidents cnter:

at Lock Sixteen Restaurant. Enlcrl ment for
the event was the Bowling Green State
University men's quartet, which was spon-
sored by Van Wert National Bank.

Also during the diner, Mayor Sunao’s
w cal

its Tast ull day in Van Wert breakfa

A > — HF) NO N and Van W seneal prospeily o b cies y v ting a
~ 8.12 A V77— FEHIFTCORENOBT et wore oo RS i A
1 unao, Van Wert City Council Preudcnl ,mp and the exchanging of ideas nml culture E "-;" ral, Cf‘ i M;:MA o m‘m:;

Martin Burchficld ang counterpart,  will lead to a perpetual friendship that can 1 ’:“" s /assenberg Art Center and d

i i roshi Fujii, all signed only help in mankind understanding the neces- 11151 Tmuseum. ¥
e agreement formalizing the cultural ity rmnm rl:hurmhl Between vasious cul- __They will also do some shopping at local
change armangement between the two com-  tres and which can only bring $0res and have dinncr at the home of Clair
mumnm peace 0 e v\mld rnm’n:nly 10 all citizens Pudgeon.

unty Common Pleas Court Judge  involved and broaden ‘s horizons on_ Mayor Sunao perhaps summed up the
Sumnor E Walters and Juvenile/Probate Cmm the .wcmu) nl’w:h elations! lps. Goshiki delegation’s feelings when he said.
Judge Rex Fortney “presided” B “Furth relation-  “th been here, are cager to come.

of the agreement. ship shall bc an example (o the ka worldas  here again.”
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1895 2nd. GOSHIKI-CHO YOUTH FRIENDSHIP
EXCHANGE DELEGATION TO VAN WERT
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1996 8.12 ~ 8:16 <17

V7 vV — b iiBlE A RNy

AV 7 7 —rHERICT

1996.8.15
- 19984Ef7 29
| — 1998.8.11 ~ & >
| <t RS D (s 12 ) B A il | B W% |
Dy Z L A (e FORATE () o | —— I
1 T T—— a) “per 3 N
FhEA b 14:25% | 7oA bl EE BB THEIRE
l—.ﬁEEIJ INEFRE {BEIEL Freab | F M| 7 hod b deE
___ =
1997711~ 7.16 p) m U—,/ gatiAn 2 8HI12H FhuA b 12:10% | Za—byziva

Tsx=hT=AY 11:58% G G =

1 come for the VanWer You% Fnendshm De\ g\l

vy vV — Ml
B (S T R WY

3 8HI3H TrvI—1h % H W& ERE HNE B, T v T — bk R

SRR WV Re s = W 3= 0 W7

Ty VT — &
4| BARER| Frvr=t | REE sy Ty e SR BRER

5 8HI5H TrvI—b #® " RRAPT7 73V —=T4

6 8 HI16H GF G = T Ry b () =T 4 =T Pk

Tx—byxAfv 13:55%

FhuA b | 15555 | L huAbEEEL

70 8H17H | Freab | agsx | 0 AN
T AR R 20: 3475 -$W$7w«

8  8HI8H I RNHR . #® H -7iyk#v:¢yﬁ%
TANRHA R [ 9: 15%¢ | gH I 2

9 8 HI9H |
n e/ B )3 10: 2455 UCLAX ¥ v R 2 22

10 1 8 H20H =8 S % H = R—HNRAVFHE

11 8H21H T4 V2 11:55% | jREA~

S~ > B A T L T R 12 8H22H | MAWEEMEZEME | 15:50%
A TR AR ] ]

24 RosHs ~ V72— MRS 25 4R~ T A BB AR 20 FAER IR A LT



26

ﬁﬂ/U

TSELSETg Do To VAN

IRERER

(Hke)
MMS Ry 77— thashfBlIL T —FRNSE
YROOIF A—LZATAMTFLILTI . LIS
FC2EARZ b+ 773 —v LTIFAAZZITANE
YNHYELEN . BANA—LZTTE3 20l
MHTT Y CEBRLTOVELR AR 773 —
FDOBMNDARST, FYEREGERIKICREMNLT
HKUhEeEOT.SCRITBRIT2 e TcTFELE,
ZOR—LZATAEBEL T RY ZAEEYPEMNES
CERFBIHEh20EY NS> 2¥UFLE,
FRIEZOMITTR—ORNSXAE L TIVEL
DT>tV H>BERGYELE. B IEh AT
Y I7y 7 —btHOXFEEEBRBLTANMVENEL
E.SENRELTONTY S Y RARYFIF LT
MmN SIENRGYFELEEZATHLOKERLMN
— o hFtATCLEN BEEREZRGEEZLE
YT YTEREBRGAEES>T. ShimMSET
e
ELIAOZYERBRL . WNBAWBRIY 57U,
TrVIT—rTOHLZOIESLNRBNRIF. F5Y
WOFTERLOMIFR->TNETLE D,
(H-S)

RO SH &

*JE?LdtﬁﬁﬁEﬁﬁqﬂ

WEHT (August. 1998)

The best thing about visiting Van Wert this time was that | was able
to stay with a local family. My own family had hosted exchange
students twice before, but this was the first time for me to do a
homestay overseas, which made me very nervous. My host family
members were warm-hearted people, including their own children
who spoke to me kindly, so | soon opened up to them. Through this
homestay, | learned that it is possible to share our feelings with
each other even though we use different languages and live in
different cultures.

One of my purposes for the trip was to meet the girl whom | had
been exchanging letters with since | was a seventh grader. We got
to know each other through the international exchange program
between Goshiki Town and city of Van Wert. | finally met her five
years after our letter exchange started, so | was very excited and
filled with joy. | met her on short notice, so we only had a limited
amount of time to be together. But still, meeting and talking face
to face helped us get to know each other very well and | was really
happy about it.

| experienced a lot, and learned a lot too. Those wonderful
memories in Van Wert will surely remain with me forever.

(H-9S)

y

199971 )

vy v — bEYE
Pl £ 1 SR WY

1999417 3¢

8. At Mo
G AR (O R,

THIOH | B9%5 - ke,
M A B L

TH20H | #A0. M1, 5=~ % o
TryEmR.

TR2IH 1 g rais e i, w2

TH22H | aaEm

Y

ARR L IRRRLRRRRERNE

PMCCLCCCEERE § U N .))))”m”m

AEMFOLWTEA LD & R

1999730 ~ 811

5 6 [l @Hr 4R
BLE R RE

@

'\

o\

~V'7 7 — MR 25 4R T A TRk T 20 4R R R LT

~

27



7 [ R @l 4R
BB RIRE

200047 f%

=T FE A i b R W k)

B 7 [ PR 2= 15: 455

Froat |SEggl| 7bhEAbEEEL

L 7A31tB | Frmar | oamsm | TT7YF
F—=JvF | 20: 0975 . MR TV~
2 || 8H1TH HF=FU|¢ - #® H - TAZX==T—)V &
3 8H2H | A= Vb - % H - TATA4—=AR=Z2F VA —BG
‘4 8H3H A= - #® H - FTAX=—T— R

Ta—by=Av | 11:20%
FhEAb 14: 052
5 8H4H FbhwaAb 15: 2058

FThuAbERHEL
- Sl NV JE - BN

Tx—byzAv | 15:25% G LY =

6 | 8H5H WP/ T = |y H KRNI TIN—T4
7 8He6H ¥yv7—h w®oH KA TI)—FA

6, LR B B
8 [[SAEER| Fr>7—t [MERE| g, 2vvatgasns

A1V — MEER

TRt b=V 2V YV RERTPRERE,

8HS g
o BABH | grvy—b L B L L s ik, h R

10 8H9H ¥rvI—b ] Iz vy =X AEHERE BHhA

A el N 7:37%%
11 8 H10H FThwA b 9:35%
FhuA b 12: 55%

12 8 H11H R v ] B 22 15:50%%

ThuAbERHEL
et ]~

28 Rifiosxks

P IS = K Yt

‘% 2001.8.16 ~ 827 “p

5 8 [ (Ll 75 4R
B RTRE

-

VAN WER

CORPORATION LIMIT |-

S VAN WERT, ORI0 ).
I8 g

kq(~ =

ZhoTHED 4

Mﬁae +

(k)
OELHISLTWER—LAZTTOANSTE
LE.YARREODARAYPZYLBNDDIT-5T
HEUHBRIMINKRTHELTHEESYNSMY L
EHYYTEBPILDATRRIT>TCHIY  HF
Jh?—mOEZOFNEMNATLhELE, WY
R—LZT A1 LTHBYREY_AEREITESE
OT . REBEEDWANEETHEIGLLTUIRBR
MokOT BEBELREERFEERLIFYOSIEY®R
SBIFHLMN->ETT,
R—=LZATAPRT7/T7—rtFOWNS NS5
RREAFLETY . —FBRKER->EOIE&RK

YERZKTLE BAYEF->RIEENSTNT,

T IREPIERNRICAY BARREIS D
FRNOhIEGRYRBONELE,

TA)NIEF LIERTRESBNIT- REFICIE
YOERTLYARENREIRMEShTOELRE AN
TXAJATHYZNEIYIE . BXYMATFNS K
Y ESERRIKOLWThEYLEZY TS . AKX
YIFEREB->ROTU-<YLELE,

IRY->THZBMIEI SO RELEALXTL
=

(I-N)

ARTTY % R

The day | had been longing for finally came—the first day of my
homestay. | was going to meet them, wondering what my host family
would be like, but unfortunately, only my host father was there to pick
me up. | was a little disappointed, but | was glad because he was very
kind to me. At their home, my host mother and their one-year-old
daughter welcomed me. Once the homestay started, my friend and |
were the only people staying there, but we were welcomed like we
were part of the family. We had to speak in English all by ourselves.
We were able to communicate using simple words, but | found
speaking English was as difficult as | had imagined.

We visited various facilities in Van Wert during our homestay, and
what interested me most was visiting a high school and a vocational
school. They were totally different from those in Japan. Particularly |
liked the vocational school, and | wished we had had schools like that
in my country as well.

America had a lot of wide open land, and corn and soybeans were
being grown everywhere. What | was surprised to see in America was
that food portions were large, and traffic lights were vertical. They
were completely different from what | see in Japan, so | was really
surprised.

For me, the 12 days in Van Wert were really fruitful.
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Touring VW

Three bers of the J

Erin Thieme/Times Bulletin

check out the charm — and books — of Van
Wert’s historic Brumback Library. The group also
toured local government offices and industries.

Japanese delegation a

Erin Thieme/Times Bulletin
County Commlulonsn Glry Adams (left) and Harold Msrkh show the
lamation that

the group to Van Wert.

Wi
delegation will spend the weekend ln Van Wert before heading back to

Goshiki-cho, Japan, Van Wert's sister

A warm welcome

BY ERIN THIEME
Times Bulletin Correspondent
info®ti g

If you've seen a sea of red around town,
you've probably run into the Japanese
delegation from Goshiki-Cho. Japan.

Van Wert's sister city sent 12 delegates and
2 chaperones over the big blue sea to tour a
city that has welcomed the group with open
arms.

The warm greetings and excitement from
the six host families made the delegation feel
right at home. The delegation will stay in Van
Wert until Sunday when they will continue
their travels to Niagara Falls and Toronto
before heading home.

The flight from Japan went well for the
delegates, despite a lost handbag in Detroit,
said Kevin Laing, delegation co-organizer.
The long flight and jet lag were soon
compensated with an American favorite —
pizza.

Representatives from Van Wert signed
Goshiki as a sister city on Aug. 15, 1996 in
Goshiki, Japan. ere_has not been a
delegation in Van Wert since the summer of
2001. Van Wert has sent delegates to Goshiki
three times, the last in 1999.

“They were very hospitable and gracious
people,” said Barb Laing, delegation co-
organizer.
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first meal in the Uni

Erin Thieme/Times Bulletin
The 12- studenl Japanese delegation enjoyed an American favorite — pizza — as their
ited

tates. The delegation from Goshiki cho Japan, Sister City of

Van Wert, arrived Wednesday afternoon and will tour area businesses and agencles until

Sunday, Aug. 21.

summer of 2001.

This is the first time delegates have visited Van Wert since the
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Where The Steength Of Our People Procides Opportunity For The Future.

Food

Check out these
recipes that show you
what ingredients to
pair up for
unforgettable flavor.
Page Bl

Japanese delegatmn in Van Wert to renew agreement

BY ED GEBERT
Times Bulletin News Writer

egebert@timesbulletin.com

Two cultures met in Van Wert
Monday as a delegation from Sumoto
City, Japan came to town to renew a
Sister City Agreemem

Nine ves of the J;
city were introduced to city and county
officials in the morning, then toured
various local landmarks during the day.
The official agreement was inked at a
banquet at the Elks Monday evening.

Van Wert Mayor Louie Ehmer told
the delegation, “We feel very honored.
This brief, but important visit will give
us the opportunity to experience a new
friendship and a better understanding
of each other’s cultures.”

It is the first visit to this area for
Sumoto City Mayor Jitsuro Yanagi.
Speaking though an interpreter, Yanagi
said, “I have spoken with the people of
Sumoto City who have visited Van
Wert, and I must agree with them that
the people in Van Wert are very warm
and friendly.”

* Van Wert first entered into a Sister
City Agreement under then-mayor
Eugene Bagley on Aug. 15, 1996. The
original agreement was between Van

Ed Gebert/Times Bulletin

Van Wert Mayor Louie Ehmer (left) shares a laugh with the mayor
of Sumoto City, Janﬂl, Jllﬂll'o Yanagi (right) and Mina Kunugita

(center) as City Cou

‘Wert and Goshiki-cho. Since that time,
Goshiki-cho and Sumoto City each
grew until the two communities merged
in 2006.

In the years since the original
agreement was signed, many visits
between the two communities were

 Dick Shultz looks on. A delegation of
nine people from Sumoto City are in Van Wert to renew a sister city
agreement between the two cities.

arranged, although security measures
and other concerns curtailed official
exchanges in the four years following
Sept. 11.

“I firmly believe that together we
can cause understanding of the cultures
of our ities to grow her,”

~V'y ¥y — MR 25 4R N7 A TRk T 20 4R R R LT

Ehmer stated. “I want to thank you for
considering Van Wert for a cultural

h for your cc ity, as this
will be a relationship we will value in
becoming instrumental, deepening the
mutual understanding between Japan
and the United States.”

Along with Mayor Yanagi, the
Sumoto City delegation includes
officers and members of the Sumoto
International ~Association and of
Sumoto City government. Ladies in the
group were presented with handbags
made by KAM Manufacturing while
men were given toolboxes made by
Kennedy Manufacturing.

The delegation was ferried around
the city on Monday in a bus driven by
Van Wert County Commissioner
Harold Merkle. The group toured

- various city buildings during the day.

Also on the agenda were stops at Vision
Industrial Park, Towne Center,
downtown, the south side business
district, and a tour of Central Mutual
Insurance and the Fire Museum.
Before departing Tuesday evening,
the Japanese delegation will visit Braun
Industries, Wellman Seeds, Vantage
Career Center, the Profit Farm, and
Gina Dairy before a final farewell at the
Niswonger Performing Arts Center.

Today's weather

Partly sunny today
with 5-10 mph winds

from the east. Expect
a high of 75 degrees.

Bulletin Board

VWC Health Board
meeting set

The Van Wert County
Health Board will be
meeting Monday, October
13, at 5:30 p.m. in the
Conference Room at 140
Fox Road, Suite 402, Van
Wert, OH.

Peony festival
Fundraiser

A mexican dinner will be

held on Wednesday,
October 8, from 4:30 p.m
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(M-K)

RIRD X S

Looking back, | spent a truly fulfilling week. It all started when |
got on the airplane on which | met some American students. |
really enjoyed talking with them and it was a great experience for
me even though my English was not so good. Even the 12-hour
journey felt short, and I still wanted to keep talking with them so |
shouted in my mind "Don't arrive in America yet!"
I had a hard time on the first day in Van Wert because of jet lag.
On the other hand, | was overwhelmed by the huge scale of
everything in America and the magnificence of nature there; it
was all a cascade of surprises. What surprised me most was the
house | stayed at. There was an 8-million-yen ornamental clock,
and the bedrooms, together with bathrooms, were prepared for
all the respective guests, including me. The house was so big that
I was almost lost in there!
We performed a "Soran Bushi" dance and sang a song "Ue wo
Muite Arukou (Walk Looking Up)" for the local people in a
concert. It might not have been a great success, but we did our
best to convey our messages. It was a precious memory and
experience for us to show these performances in front of that big
audience.
I will continue to keep in touch with the people | met during my
stay in the U.S. I will never forget my trip there, which will be a
lifelong memory. Thank you very much.

(M-K)
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The following questions were asked to 10 students who Participated i,

= 8.1
% 2018.7.24 — = 3

HYEINAFMNT 7V — bl
F— A AT A IRIE
Yy v — b

w—&FF\ kW3 ?

What surprised you most?

12 BAMON0EANAKF VI k!

The most popular answer: The size of food and farms. They were huge!

EYMEKRLLEM->EIY21IHBE2BFCERINI - BN rhEnbZ ¥ -
16 ¥ CHICENDZ Y - RODPEHRECTHNLEIY

E0MtoES

Other answers: Pizza wasn’t very good. / It was still light out after 9 p.m. / Buildings were all lovely. / People
are allowed to start driving a car at the age of 16. | Walking with bare feet in a house.

w—FLCA-72k1F?
What did you enjoy most?

Yy —1h
Essdlliniiue 4

11t Camp Clay ¢ AT=2 £ (BOKEPZLF Y2 TOiEx)

The most popular answer: Playing at Camp Clay (swimming)

EnMtOEE FCToeFELEYBAREIZY - K2+ 773I)—vOBWY)

Other answers: Talking and playing at home. / Shopping with my host family.

w—EO5h>1=2k1F?

‘What was the hardest thing for you?

1t RRF273N)—EFINAUETBCE

The most popular answer: Saying farewell to my host family

tofoEE BREMA->KRIY - REMMIWMAGN->KIY - BEBETEKBALLOD YR LA -ZR
T - MNEOEOARDIASGENSRIY - THROBNRZELTEHLLGY
EMBEERNEIY - € YBNRVWORMEE->KIY

Sleepiness [ Couldn't understand English. / It was hard to say what | wanted to say in English
smoothly. / Didn't know how to use coins. [ Eating big meals. / The food was so good that |
wanted to continue eating, but | couldn’t because | was full.

Other answers:

AV7 - EKaRy b7 7 ATD
o Ry MEEEEHOKET
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VW delegation visits Japanese Sister City
VW independent/submitted information

SUMOTO, Japan — A group of local youngsters and adults have been learning first-hand about
Van Wert’s Sister City: Sumoto, Japan, and will now explore other cities in Japan.

The local delegation left Van Wert on July 18 for O’'Hare Airport in Chicago. From
there, the group first flew to Seoul, South Korea, and then to Osaka, Japan. In Osaka,
delegation members met with Sister City representatives from Sumoto, and then

traveled to Awaji Island southof Osaka, where the city of Sumoto is located.

After arriving in Sumoto, the delegation was treated to a number of activities,
including visits to shrines and the beach, and a tour of Sumoto High School. The
local youngsters have also been on Japanese television and have been treated to

cookouts and other fun activities.

One of the coolest things about a Sister City visit is that local residents live with host

families and interact with them socially while in Sumoto. That allows Van Wert

youngsters and adults to really expericnee Japanese culture

Members of the Van Wert delegation to Sumoto, Japan,
socialize with their Japanese host families. Photos provided

first-hand.

Tuesday night was the delegation’s last night in Sumoto, but
the group will now spend several days sightseeing in Japan.
The first day will be spent traveling by bus and bullet train to
Hiroshima, where the group will spend two days. On July 26,
the delegation will travel by bullet train to Kyoto for more
sightseeing, and then leave on July 28 for a daylong visit in

Tokyo before returning home on July 29.

POSTED: 07/24/19 at 7:24 am. FILED UNDER:News
Copyright © 2010-2020 The Van Wert Independent —

Subscribe to our RSS feed — Web Site Design by J. Van Wert Sister City cultural exchange delegation members pose with

DeWert Enterprises, LLC their Sumoto hosts at a Shinto shrine while in Japan.
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Mr. and Mrs. Kazuki and Mariko Nishioka

SERE T AE (1995 4E) B 1Y 7 > U — MifiE R M % R A
773V =L LTRITAND . ZDOHIFAINT 7 I —
LLTR, RAHFEOAWMAL vy 7L LT, Uy U—Fh
HEDRRHEEE LA T T WD, EH TR NITFR 13 4
(2001 4E) ITHIRFE L LT . T 7 U — Ml &2F.

IzLBh Z LBd» »F

ﬁ% %‘ﬁﬁ% Hosted the first Van Wert Friendship Delegation in 1995. ﬁ% _j:y%
- Since then, they have been supporting exchange programs with

Mariko Nishioka Kazuki Nishioka

Van Wert as a host family and as planning staff. Mariko visited

Van Wert as a chaperone in 2001.

Uy YT —FHEDRTUIBIMT LI L o7 &0 ZH R TITZE W,

‘What motivated you to participate in the interactions with Van Wert?

(— ¥ Kazuki) Jo4. FAZB LOUERLFEEITH 2 A LR A T,

['ve always had a strong interest in unique cultures and languages.

(EHY- Mariko) HIZHIRDIF D IZHAEANEZRIZEN TR T B Z ERMEILH Y E LT,

He used to invite foreigners he met during his business trip to our house all the time.

(— ¥ Kazuki) Z 9578, EME30HEL HWVETT, 20 ROFEADOLDO T TLI, TLELERDPLEIEIC
i< 72) —ORTHEFET HELHPHLMINETE SR> T OR] > THZPTLNT . HIRZHETH
BABEB L BN LPERPSTEMETT PR (K. ZRT, Szl Tnd L, MPEITERV->TEID
T, BYEEDPS > THIZERETMHICRITHD LI AT &, ZNPEBEZEROKE Y TLIR,

Yes. The first guest was a girl from Hong Kong in her 20's. It was about 30 years ago when I was traveling from Oita
to Ehime by ferry. She addressed me by chance asking in English "How can I get from Satamisaki to Matsuyama?"
Maybe it was because I was the only one on board who was in a business suit (laugh). Through conversation, I learned
she wanted to go to Kobe. So I drove her to my house because it was just on the way there. That was the start of our

international exchange.

(FUHLf- Mariko) WE72 D WITHN TR D 25> TEFEL TS DAT, WOBKRETT (5).

It was always a surprise because he’d suddenly call me telling me he's bringing somebody home that night (laugh).

(— fiKazuki) 2> TS ERLVATT L. WAWARFERHEITT, 29505 T L2R->TVWEDNT, K
B3R > TOTAE N Z WA THRMEST DHHE L 2 ITHIEN D K5IV E L, £OTHT, Ty U—Fh
MONADRANT7 7 IV —ZRLBNPEFPPNY E LT

I do that because it is fun to listen to people’s stories. My doing so motivated Goshiki Town to invite me to its

workshops with foreign guests. While doing so, they also asked me to host people from Van Wert.

Ty I =D ANDFRAN? 7V =l Lo SDZEEHZTIZE W,

What was your host family experience like?

(F1E7- Mariko) $HRHIARAND FED B AARB—LAAT AR STCATT., 5HiE, Rt 1l &Ml Nz
JANE LT, LX< REL 2T (B, BRIBACHOMBELELHDIANTT L~ 3ANERTHRBTA—
R AT T ATE R, 2HEOBHHIBIC ED L XHORAPMIEZIF>THIHY LEEZLTT
Flice BTIROTHEZRTARAD L, FAYHBRL I LTHELE (5,

RO SH &

At that time, not only children but also adults stayed at people’s houses. We hosted a married couple and a woman.

(— ffKazuki) b & 5 ERAOET., —HEICBESVIATETE L, 1700 405 5 HORRDEN TN D
TEEBMPALESL. ETHRNTNELR, o TT A UAPMSLLIEDA 1700 4B T 2D, Zhnb,
BUEDPREER S AR STEDOT, HEAOHEE S AICENTIT> THITRATTR, §IEATINELZ L,
RoFVMOED T v DHFIT LKL DAL R EBNE LT,

Their stay hit the Obon period, so we visited my family's grave together. They were very surprised to know that my
family history dates back to the 18th century. That makes sense because it is in the late 18th century when the United
States became independent. Also, I took one of the male guests to a local dentist's office because he was also a dentist.
He enjoyed the visit very much. As a professional, he seemed to be interested in what his counterparts were doing in

another country.

(JLHLf- Mariko) REFEOHRIFIRETLIE & fAITHERANTINDATER, LIPS EPLET, ThirbER,
BATATE 1 B TIREAE A o Te Ten T, RUBA R Z M Ele b LE LT,

Preparing meals was a lot of work. They were not picky about food but ate big meals. One more thing was bedding.
One futon mattress was not thick enough for them because their back hurt when it was put on a tatami mat, so I
needed to add a few more futons to it.

(— MiKazuki) ZNR=yI—TZLELTIKEATINE LK, BiFT A Y B iTiE~ v ¥ — Ui
PO TeHRTCNTT K,

They really liked the massage I gave them. There seemed to be no culture of getting a massage in America at that

time.

(FHLf- Mariko) Wb, BHOMIZT> TL PV IRBATH L ED I LRATTIFE, IAVERZIELTZ
il >CTH DT, TCALPIS) »THA D L. REWT, FiX TCALPIS) » THEHETDE ThTER] 274
HLATY, 2% [FDOBL-Z] o TEKT (). MYVONTEHSRTHALIRTRLIA-LTT,

Another story is that when I went shopping with them and we were waiting in line in front of the cashier, one of them
pointed to a drink asking "What's this?" and I answered "CALPIS", making them burst into laughter. That's because
the name is pronounced similar to "cow piss" (laugh). I was a little bit embarrassed because people turned and looked

at us.

Uy YT — bR THBHFIELSNTVDILEHIET0?

Have your interactions with Van Wert had any positive impact on your business?

(FLElf- Mariko) FAIFHEFERAZFHEL TWDIO TR, BRORRZFET L. TELRLBHZHENETHNT
SNET, FEBDIREL>THHATE > THRWRIMIZZR > TWEY,
I run an English school and I talk about such experiences of my own to my students, who are kids. They get very

interested and listen to me with their sparkling eyes. That's a good experience for me as well as them.

(— MiKazuki) EVRATOVDENALRNCTEI DTEHR, HEE>TLATORVEERE L > TRINIZH %
DHFRLTINBNEL RS SATY, LIH0, HERHEZL TV TIARI LRS- TLHT L, A
WERBWPLEFHEEBHNTINDIATY. HAZEDRALRORAITRS>THNET, 2502 THELITR
TR IZEPEVRALHDRPBDLVIDIE, $TRNTT IR, FHRDIOT7 U —bliE ORI D
&0, EERRERIT THERNTT,

I meet a lot of different people on business. At first, they tend to hesitate to deal with me because I'm from Awaji
Island and they think that’s extremely rural. However, once I start talking about my international experiences, they
listen to me with a lot of interest. That is a good hook to sell myself. It is great that what I do for fun also helps my

business. I would like to keep myself involved with international exchange programs including the one with Van Wert.

~V'7 ¥y — MlhRES T 25 4R N7 A BRIk 20 F4EE R LT
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U7 YT —MITH—LATAZ LT WER T2 &0 DT ITOWTHZTUTES W,
‘What motivated you to do a homestay in Van Wert?

(¥ [1 Miyata) i3 ML THWT, HADAEICTISHBHKRBH-OT, &
MLicn&oTnE L,
My elder sister had participated in the exchange program and I was also very

interested in foreign countries. So I wanted to participate, too.

(W7 Seto) FMIKNITHEDLN TR 2T ATT . HWIFAE K BRBERPoTeD T,

BRIz
STH HW A4 R ENND ST L E D, ZDFTVERTTLESEL BT ().
Ayumi Miyata For me, it was because a friend of mine invited me to join the program together.
At first, I was not interested in it at all. Actually, when my school gave me a leaflet
R 17 47 (2005 4F) 1< about the program, I just threw it away (laugh).
55 9 [l FL AT 5 A 478
(8 11 R IR B IS 2,
B PR 18 2006 ) SIS IR RIS T oD AT D
(27 72T — M4
. How was the exchange program?
L S HT R AT R 1

ANT7IV—Eid,

Participated in the
9th Goshiki Youth
Friendship Delegation
in 2005. She and her

(M Miyata) MEX T E 2> 721, T
o), TTHRBWLL Z2hroTle]
EPVOIRBVWLIAHYERATL .
TH. KAITR - TH B ER OEN
HRHEATRARRERNET, HARNZ
HELOBLAEAENTHELFEZEZ
the Van Wert Youth FFTN, TAUBAITEFS NS DO
WATT, BREDIRICRANVELT
WIZATER, B<HALRNF1HR ==
CZEDXANPDNNRS> TEDLNT, WD L KEPFHEERVWDOL T, Ho
2006. AERIETEERATLRE, BEROLZDTIE. WRZEOTLETHOEHN-
TWDB ERSTCRTNT o NERL, BZXHDENIE, ROPENWPATR
T, BEHITZLEWHIZLARUELRNET, 2052 T, BRDOEXTH
RKFIZTDDLERHDE NI Z D PURE LT,

All the impressions I got at that time were things like, "It was interesting", "Everything was big", and "The food was

family also hosted

Friendship Delegation
that stayed in Goshiki

in the following year of

not good". But now looking back as an adult, I can say that I learned different values. Japanese people change their
attitude based on how well they know the person they are talking to, but Americans don't. For example, my toenails
were painted while I was there, and somebody who I didn't know suddenly came to me and said, "That's really cute".
I couldn't respond appropriately because I was really surprised. I also couldn't speak English well. That made them
misunderstand that I didn't want them to talk to me. The differences in race, culture, and way of thinking are not a

matter of good or bad but something to respect. Based on that, we need to embrace our own way of thinking. That's

what I learned.

(7 Seto) AT LIPS EDORESIICEZFE LR, ZOK, BlHT
X R P oTeDTTR, HHEFEEZFF>TWEDOT, "ARZ7 73
J)—RZA=NLT RLAZEPNLTWEATT, BARG> ThbHEH
BEEBITZ L, A—ADBENTT, $IE LI LZ2HAT
WET, I54EDFIDOZ ETTN, RAMTZ7 I —LITWERITHERE
EFROE->TVET, BIEHLRARAT—RLIEZSTZ &N
DIT, WOLFAEHIZIZA Y=V NDHATT,

Above all else, I was surprised to see how big the houses there were. Also, I

was surprised when I found an e-mail message from my host family when I

came back to Japan. My host family had asked me for my e-mail address because I owned a cell phone, which I couldn't

RO SH &

use there. I was so glad to get their message. It's been 15 years now, but I've still been keeping in touch with them.

Take my host grandma, I only met her once, but she always sends me a message on my birthday.

(5 [ Miyata) #AZJE-> TETRH LELAIFIGEZL TWE L, 4 TiE. ASLREEE W, T4 74
RYPNZERA=NATHELAESI K DVWIZR>TLENE L. BRE—FEIZfTo TWieFLEiTEnias
TREIEXTDATE R, RPBRPRBELRNTTR (R), KTARZLIEFELLIE. SNS TORB->TND
DT, BEWCEREZHZY, axX bl LTnEd, ML EDRA N7 7 I Y —1324F 50 ko
RIFTLIEOT, SNSIFR-> TR T

I exchanged letters with my host family regularly for a while after coming back to Japan. Now, we just send messages
to each other on special occasions or for big events such as coming of age and getting married. I've talked with my
friend who I went there together with that we should go and visit there again, but in reality, it's hard to make it work
(laugh). I've been keeping in touch with people who my family hosted by sharing some photos and posting comments

via social media. My host parents were in their 50's when I visited there, so unfortunately, they don't use social media...

(7 Seto) D BIFIFHMS T LEL MRV E-TLY LTWE LT,
AL SNS TORPB>TVET., ROERIZEL ALY FEINDEDT,
THITER D LV HI U TERZBELWICEHE L THWE T,

I also exchanged letters and presents with my host family before. Now we're
connected on social media. They often comment on my posts and I respond

to them. We update each other on how everything is going this way.

LR ORFDG DEESTTREZ TG EEGZTOET b
Has the exchange back then affected your way of living or thinking?

(W Seto) FeRIIIPED > Te L MEEPH T VWO DI, EEHHE VKD
EHA. TR, HORORRBS BN TVRP-Te D, AL s HE LI
BORNEFRZLTWEES S EBVET., T5LTT - ekichidTtin
TV ADHEITN D > TR AL E T (R).

To be honest, it’s not so much that I feel that it changed something or had a

special impact on me. It’s more that if I hadn’t met my host family and gone on the

exchange program, my life would have had nothing to do with the world outside of

T4
Japan now. It feels a little strange that there are people abroad who have cared so m;‘)ﬁ :‘:%

much about me for so many years (laugh).

Chihiro Seto

SERE 17 47 (2005 47) 1T
55 9 [l (T 5 A 45
A 51T MR S8 12 2.
AFITAE (2019 47) (T
77U — il
HKATIRFIT L DA A B
77 IV —EHR

Participated in the
9th Goshiki Youth
Friendship Delegation

(2 Miyata) ZIZALAITHF ¥ LU P LTHIENLEXD IO IRV EL
o TREZZDORARLEZ LTRZRLSTH, B DBEDRIBHEONEITEZ
TLEDPRATHPERNTY IR KBS FFEITR>TA > Z—Fy b
ZHBEU TR THHEBRPA-TEET, TH, HROTHBRLLPH I Z, #fFT
EHTLoTHDBHLBSATY. AIRVIE-THD L, REIZHE > TVDEN
HIZANEDOLZRIEY TT . HARIKIETHZ S5 TTR, KRNIV AL ORGP
FHEIELOTHEVATT, Thepbblk{IADNEaAIa=r—varvz
EoT, SERIERFEANMNTHROUEZILT THENTE R,

Since I joined the program, I've become willing to try anything. Even if it's not
a big deal at first, who knows what it could bring to your life later on, right?
Nowadays, everything has become convenient and you can get any information

through the Internet. But still, there are some areas where actual experience really in 2005. Had an

matters. Looking back, all I remember is what I did with people. You learn a lot opportunity to see her

through interactions with people, which is also true even when you are in Japan. I host family again when

would like to continue to communicate with a lot of people and expose myself to a Van Wert delegation

different ideas to broaden my horizons. came to Sumoto in 2019.
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Time goes by and going on
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Time goes by and going on

Tomoyasu Tim Bansho
Director
Sumoto International Association

My first attendance to SIA activity began as a host family parent in 2020. 2020 was the year of the
Japan Flower festival. Ukulele band from Hilo visited us then. We accepted two boys at our home.
Since the sister city agreement is the 20th anniversary, I took the same path with it. There are two
reasons for my involvement to SIA activity. First reason is that Hawail is my very special place. The
second reason is that I wanted to shake oft’ the rust on my English skills which I obtained during my
6 years stay in the U.S. In addition, I always wanted the youth in Awaji to not fear overseas matter

and see mother land Japan from overseas in a different angle.

The major activity has been the students exchange program. In the beginning, I was always with
the students during the program. As result, I was called a teacher by the students. Students were so
unique and had so much potential to the future. I do not know why but there were so many female
students in the past. In a certain year, I took eighteen female students to Hilo. Those students are
now approaching at the age of 40. I strongly feel that “Time goes by “ at this moment.

Among those students, one male student studied in a university in the U.S. through the Rotary
International exchange program and one female student became a flight attendant of a major airline
company. I was very pleased to hear these news and found that
the SIA program was the trigger of their actions. In these

recent years, exchange among adults has become active. The  # introduction

- The: mi'i County Sumol_cl Smter Cily
business exchange including cultural ones may grow and go Gl e o it
= fhe peophe ond cullure froen ther coundries, IF
alsz encourages the Japanese studeants to
on tO the fUture- develop their Englsh speoking skils and witing
skills thwaugh the keamiog of Howd'i and it's
cullure,
. . . . . The Hilo Hiw Schaool students wiho shored in
By taking this opportunity during the 20th anniversary, I want - thiswandertul experience nol only erjoyed
Tremselves as they particlpated in the various

. . . . . activities, bul beve made many rew fiend
to express my sincere gratitude to my friends in Hilo, Ms. Amy  ®55  aangtheway. the tiendstips made. wit ahwoys
Bz remembenad and will Ias o lifefime.

We woukd ke fo dedicate this memany bock
e o speacial friends, Manu Tokao, Manaho
Kirumada, Muku Nakane, Yumi Kumata, Risa
Goya. Mahalo ! ' Hagast, Asami Kol Notsumi Kotaal, Miyu Sogo,
Haruti Encha. Matsumi Fukuoka, sizuki Fujioko.
and Malka Yarmaguchi,

Aoyagi, Ms. Charline Masuhara and my big uncle, Tommy

Avgust 2015
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(K-Y)

ATREFIZTP»

Everything | experienced in Hawaii was new to me. The tropical sun
beating down on my body, the townscapes being completely different
from those in Japan, and English being everywhere. My host mother
and father were Japanese descendants: she was third generation and
he was second generation. Their origins were in Japan, but they were
born and raised in Hawaii, so they only spoke a little Japanese.

They tried hard to talk to us who were not good at speaking English.
We enjoyed our conversations by helping each other. ’ll never forget
how our host dad translated our host mom’s English into Japanese for
us, even though it wasn’t perfect. | was really happy he did so.

Visiting Hawaii, | saw and felt for myself various things different from
their counterparts in Japan. However, | was much more moved by the
people than by any gorgeous scenery | saw out there. We, as humans,
can convey our feelings with words even if everything about us is
different; including the languages we speak, the countries we belong
to, and the way we live our lives. Also, we can communicate heart to
heart by respecting each other even if we cannot make ourselves
understood completely. We can do that even without words. This is
what [ learned from my host parents.

(K-Y)
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When | ask adults "What was the heyday of your life so far?"", many of
them answer, "It was my high school days", saying that it was the time
when you can challenge a lot of possibilities and follow your dreams.
That's why | decided to join this international exchange program, in
the hope of appreciating that precious period in my own life.

Flying away to my homestay in Hawaii, | was overwhelmed with
anxiety and tension. | arrived at Hilo Airport and met my host family.
While talking with them little by little, | came to feel like | was seeing
old friends for the first time in a while.

Kelly, a member of the family, got her driver's license at the age of 15.
She showed me around places like a bowling alley, a movie theater,
and a park by driving me around. She gave me a chance to get in
touch with another aspect of Hawaii that is different from its common
image as a place for sightseeing. At the family’ s home, | talked with
her elder sister living in Honolulu over the phone. Kelly invited a lot of
her friends to introduce them to me. I talked about Japan and taught
Japanese calligraphy to them. | was so relaxed and felt like | was part
of the family.

To interact with people, it is important to make yourself understood
with words. In this program, however, | was able to communicate
with people heart to heart by facing each other with a warm heart and
consideration for them.
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The reason why | decided to participate in this international
exchange program with Hilo, Hawaii, is that my family hosted
students from Hilo before and at that time, | became very
interested in the differences between Japanese culture and those
outside Japan. So | was motivated to go and get in touch with them
myself.

I met many different people in Hilo. Particularly, a boy named Devin
became a good friend of mine whom | was able to talk to
openheartedly. | first became acquainted with him on the bus we
took to go somewhere, and we naturally started to enjoy talking to
each other. One day, | introduced him to a Japanese expression,
"4 E B (eshajouri)”, which is my favorite four-character saying
that tells a truth about life. It means, “even if you make good
friends with somebody, you can never avoid saying good-bye to
them”. He also liked the saying and talked about it at the farewell
party.

Harry Kim, the mayor of Hawaii County, also said something that
still rings true in my mind; "The best way to maintain a good
relationship with other countries is for every individual to deep
their interaction with the local people there and to understand
them. This will lead to global peace." | would like to keep in touch
with the people | met through this program to maintain our
relationships.
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The best memory of my stay in Hilo is "Bon dancing". | went to join a
Bon dancing event with my host family after dinner. We danced to a

lot of songs together with local Hawaiian people. The Bon dancing
there was different from the ones performed in Japan. First, the
tempo was so fast! In addition, everyone was just dancing in a
relaxed way by following other people's movements, and there was
no formality there. All of the songs were Japanese songs we didn’ t
know, except for "Kiyoshi's Zundoko Bushi". The Bon dancing in
Hawaii was totally different from the Japanese counterpart in many
positive ways, that is, everyone was singing out loud and sharing a
sense of unity on site. Among the words we heard were "Pikachu",
"Teriyaki", and "Wasshoi", and various Japanese words like these
were sung in a rhythm. We also tried singing in loud voices to
compete with other participants. It was so much fun and | enjoyed it
alot. I was truly impressed with the vigor of people in Hawaii.

(A-K)
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We hosted two boys in our family, one of whom was the son of the
host parents who took care of my eldest son (who was an eleventh
grader at the time) when he visited Hawaii via the international
exchange program. | was worried because it was the first time my
family was a host. My children, however, made friends with them
right away as they had met them before, and they enjoyed playing
video games and taking pictures together.
Both of the guests were polite and tried to understand my choppy
English with gestures.
During their stay, my father and mother helped us a lot on
day-to-day things, and my husband and son provided great language
support, so that we were able to complete the program without
difficulty. | believe they enjoyed life in Japan even though it was
short.
It was a wonderful opportunity for my family, too; to feel and
experience a different culture. | hope our friendship will last forever.
(Y-R)
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Aloha
Sumoto G

Courtesy photo

Mayor Billy Kenoi, center, Mayor Michihiro Takeuchi of Sumoto, Japan (with lei), and members of the Sumoto delegation and
representatives of Hawaii Island’s Japanese community planted a black pine tree in Liliuokalani Gardens.

Hawaii County, Sumoto, Japan, observe

15th anniversary of sister city relationship

awaii County recent-
1y celebraled the
15th anniversary of

its sister city relationship
with Sumoto City, Japan.
The relationship was
established Aug. 9. 2000,
by Sumoto Mayor Keiichi
Nakagawa and Hawaii
County Mayor Stephen
“Yamashiro. Located on Awaji
Island in Japan’s Inland
Sea, Sumolo is famous
for its Kobe beef, Naruto
oranges and Awaji onions.
Hawaii County Mayor
Billy Kenoi and the Kiwanis
Club of East Hawaii hosted

a delegation from Sumoto
from Aug. 19-24. The del-
egation included Mayor
Michihiro Takeuchi, director
Katsunori Uesaki and sub-
section chief Kyoko Okuda
from Sumoto City, and
chairman Manabu Kinoshita,
past chairman and adviser
Takashi Kotoidani, executive
director Tsuyoshi Saihana,
and directors Tomoyasu
Bansho and Kimitoshi
Hiroi (rom the Sumoto
[nternational Association.

In commemoration of
the anniversary. Kenoi and
Takeuchi gathered with

members of the Sumoto
delegation and represen-
tatives of Hawaii [sland’s
Japanese community o
plant a black pine tree in
Lilivokalani Gardens.
Also traveling with the
Sumoto delegation were
12 high school students
who were hosted by Hilo
High School’s Key Club.
Since the sister city rela-
tonship was initiated in
2000, Key Club members’
families have hosted visit-
ing students in their homes
every year. Hilo High stu-
dents also have been visiting
Sumoto for cultural and
educational exchanges —
four groups since 2007.
Sisler cities are

agreements between cities
and counties in geographical-
ly distinct areas 1o promote
culral and commercial ties,

- intended to foster friendship

and understanding between
different cultures, and to
encourage trade and tourism.
Hawaii County has 10
sister cities: Ohshima Island,
Japan, since 1962; Nago,
Okinawa, since 1986: La
Serena, Chile, since 1994;
Yurihama, Japan, since
1996; Sumolo, Japan, since
20005 Shibukawa, Japan,
since 2007; Kumejima,
Okinawa, since 2011;
Ormoc, Philippines, since
2011; Gokseong, South
Korea, since 2011; and La
Reunion, France, since 2012.
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for five days. Since it was the first time for my family to serve as a
host, | was a little bit nervous at first, but we shortly became good
friends because they were both very friendly. We took a lot of
photos in “Purikura” , a photo booth for fun, which is not available
in Hawaii. Also, we enjoyed eating Japanese cuisine, going to
festivals, and going shopping. I felt like | had two new sisters.

| am very interested in learning English. | spoke in English almost
the whole time during their homestay, which made the five days
really stimulating to me. | have been keeping in touch with them
via social media and we call each other "sister". I really look
forward to seeing them next time.

(A-K) (A-K)
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The following questions were asked to 12 students who Participateq j
in

N—FFE =2 k3?

‘What surprised you most?

1 BXIE(EREER~RZ.EAMOEABL.EvIHAT)

The most popular answer: Food culture
(They also eat rice. Meals are big. Food items are large.)

EOMOEE KOLY., ERNAEE-LEIY. AMEROVEKCTCYSZTIN3 Y. BEksotEm
Frhrhm-kIY. SUB. 15BN EBIRBHTFMY h3 Y

Other answers: The houses are big. [ They drive on the right side of the road, which is the opposite of Japan. /
People's individuality is appreciated. / There are almost no vending machines. / Temperature /
They can get a driver's license at the age of 15.

w—%L&lh->72E1F?

What did you enjoy most?

1@ T—IHAFTOITVRI—TF 11—

The most popular answer: Poolside dance party

EtotoEE BEOROVEENMIRNLEIY

Other answers: Was able to understand English spoken quickly by young people.

w—&O265h>12kI1Z?

‘What was the hardest thing for you?

12 BAYMOENHLTRAFHRASTZE

The most popular answer: Meals were too big to eat up.

CofoEE  FEFT. BEkEENETHENENR I Y. BREO Y 2=V TRANMEL 5 FL
AIa=7—vavyNenORRb-LKIY, EO0HARYOHAN
Other answers: Jet lag /It was hard to quench my thirst because there were no vending machines. / It was

difficult sometimes to communicate with local people because of the lack of my English
listening ability. / Saying farewell to the people of Hilo.
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| am grateful for the opportunity to experience school in
Japan. | was welcomed with warm smiles, bright eyes and
excited fices. | enjoyed participating in the PE class. It was
very different than classes in Hawaii as it was a lot of in sync
movements and teamwork activities. | also had a chance to
calligraphy on shikishi. | made one that said happiness. | ate
karaage for lunch which was the best school lunch | have
ever eaten. It was way better than the food | eat at Hilo
High. | am now going to a Judo and Kendo afterschool class.
Thank you for allowing me to meet new Japanese friends,
experience Japanese culture and make everlasting

memories. Mahalo
(K-Y)
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‘What motivated you to join the Hawaii Island Homestay Exchange Program?
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Thtb huw
My teacher in junior high school had a great impact on me and I came to like English él:]% Yﬁ}\

and get interested in the world outside of Japan. Since then, I had wanted to study
Kaito Nakamura
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abroad when I went to university. When I was an eleventh grader, my uncle, who knew I

wanted to study abroad, recommended that I join this exchange program.

How did you like the program?

It changed my life. Until then, I thought there were only a few pathways towards my future, but I felt like the number
increased to 50 or more afterwards. Usually, participants stay at homes in pairs, but I stayed alone because the delegation
happened to have an odd number of participants. It was a stay of just several days, but I fully exposed myself to an English
environment, enjoyed making myself understood in English, and after it was all over, I became much more confident in
myself. After coming back to Japan, I spent all my time during summer break doing research on universities in Hawaii in the
hope of entering one of them! (laugh) That October, the people I stayed with in Hawaii came to Sumoto, which made me
even more eager to go overseas. Then in a class meeting, my homeroom teacher introduced a study-abroad program offered

by the Rotary Club. I applied for it to study at a high school in Oregon in the United States for one year.

HERPOLBEICEZE T, EQXIITHI L OL D oTEE LT,

What kind of international activities have you engaged in after you

came home from your study abroad?
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After coming back, I offered a helping hand every time the Sumoto International Association had an exchange event.
Supporting exchange events, I had an opportunity to visit Kronshtadt in St. Petersburg, Russia, a sister city of of Sumoto,
as a member of the youth friendship delegation in my freshman year of university. When I was a sophmore, I studied in
Germany for one year because I wanted to study in a country that was advanced in both education and its economy, as well
as because I was taking a German class to learn an additional foreign language. When I was a senior, I took an exam to be a
member of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers as well as an exam to be an English teacher. Unfortunately, I failed
the former at that time, but I tried it again three years after I became a teacher and I passed. I quit the teaching job in March
2019 and left Japan the day after to travel around South East Asia. I worked hard on my tralmng and language studies, and
I was dispatched to Kyrgyzstan in Central Asia in December. I spent
one month in its capital. I spent some time getting used to the local
environment, and then I was assigned to work at a school. Because of
the COVID-19 outbreak, I was ordered to return home in late March
2020. By that time, I had set up an English club at the school I worked
at and was managing it. Actually, there were many more things that
I wanted to do...I left there when I had just crouched down at the
starting line. Now I'm looking for a job while studying programming

online. I would like to work in Japan for the time being.

PNSADIILEo LT EOPATITETLDITRER LRI ZLZHZ TS W,
What do you think is important for people to do to seize an opportunity and take action like you?
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I make it a rule to jump start right away when I find something I would like to do. If the situation doesn't allow me to do it,
I just figure out how I can. My message to young people, especially high schoolers and the like, is that they should dedicate
themselves completely to what they are working on right now. Of course, they may find it a wrong fit along the way. But
still, it's great to face that fact, isn't it? You can’t tell until you actually do something. I believe the exchange programs that
the Sumoto International Association provides are a good challenge for high school students to try. You can have a great
adventure, with lots of challenges, but with a guaranteed safety net. This was true for me too; participating in the exchange
program worked well as a first step before studying in America. It is important to think about how to avoid having failures

and getting hurt, but at the same time, it is most important to "try first, and then think about what to do next".
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You participated in exchange programs with Hawaii in two consecutive

years. What motivated you to do that?
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Mariko Takata
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Participated in the
Hawaii Island Youth
Homestay Exchange

Actually, my mother applied for the exchange program on my behalf without
telling me about it (laugh). One day she suddenly told me, "You have to get
prepared for the screening interview". She studied abroad and loves things
overseas. I think she wanted me to go by myself when I traveled outside of

Japan for the first time, so I wasn't very excited before leaving.

But you joined the program as a host in the following year. Is that

because the homestay in Hawaii changed what you first thought?

Program in 2008. She

—Z9RATT, RiTWMODTe NS R —VIBEEFELT, XANLLEY
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and her family hosted

students from Hawaii in
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Yes, it did. In fact, arriving at Hilo High School for the first time, I realized that
the scene I saw at the moment [ was getting off the bus was what I had seen in
my dreams many times since childhood... it was really weird. Also, it was like
I already knew everything there; like the corridors and the people greeting me
at the welcome party. I felt like I was destined to be there. Either because of
that, or the Hawaiian people’s hospitality, I was able to open up to them right
away and had a wonderful time with them. We enjoyed singing Japanese anime
songs together on the bus we took to go places. I was touched to know that they
all love Japan so much. One thing I still regret is that when I was talking with

my host family in the dining room on the last night of my stay, my host mother

o, — it 4x By, of .

asked me something but I couldn't understand what she was saying even when

RO SH &

she wrote it down. That motivated me to study English more, and that's why I so willingly volunteered when
I saw the ad recruiting host families. The two girls from Hawaii who my family hosted were very similar to
my sister and I; the four of us were always goofing around together. One day, the Hawaiian girls made a fake
cockroach out of paper to surprise us. They pointed at it and said "cockroach", but it didn't make any sense
because I didn't know the meaning of the word. Their prank failed (laugh). But now, I'll never forget the

word "cockroach" (laugh).

SRR OO ZFRE DL DL oTe b v ) TETT D,
ZOBLIBZOBROBHIAITEDIIITHERZEZE LT,
You said this piqued your interest in the world outside of

Japan. How did that interest affect you later on?
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I took a year off from university to study in Singapore as well as

traveled abroad alone. In addition, because of my great experience
in Hawaii, I've worked to help people who wanted to study abroad.
By helping them go abroad, I realized that not all of them had a
good time during their studies and homestay. So I was really lucky
with my first experience overseas. I also used to work for a food
company and traveled abroad to promote and sell our products.
Now I'm back in my hometown due
to COVID-19, but I'm still strongly

drawn to being in an international environment. So when the disease dies down,
I would like to get a job that can be done with a computer no matter where I am
in the world. For that purpose, I'm studying to get a certificate as needed. There
are still many places on the globe that I've never been to. It’s scary to jump into
a world I don’t know, because it may actually turn out to be much more difficult
than I thought. However, when looking back, all I remember are the positive
things (laugh). I would still like to be active in visiting other countries and
get in touch with the lives and cultures of all the other people out there in the

world.
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You were involved in the exchange programs for many years as a member of the

secretariat. How long did you do so?

—R% 22 4EFE (2010 4E) 2 5% 28 4EFE (2016 4F) £ CTHEBICIXATE L T
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Kb & T, Fk 24 FEHPOLEBITEHDL D Z LR REARA LA I
BITFEBREICRE o TOVE LI (), FhE 24 FUE TIREPAESZARE S
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Rl THEE I ERIEND Z DDV E LI

I belonged to the secretariat from 2010 to 2016. At the beginning, another
staff member was in charge of the exchange programs, so I was just a
helper. I went to Hawaii for the first time in 2011 because nobody else at the
secretariat was available. In the meantime, the person in charge was replaced
by a temporary worker, which got me busy dealing with more hands-on
matters. Finally, I found myself as the chief of the secretariat (laugh). Until
around 2012, we had a hard time finding students who wanted to go overseas,
and finding families to host students coming here. When I spoke with those
Japanese students at interviews and workshops, they sometimes called me

"Sensei” (teacher) by mistake.

FHRELTHDLIH T, NIMLY 7YY=k, HELD
ZIANEZDOECRITHOENIEIERCEILT 2

While working as the secretariat, what difference did you find among Hawaii,
Van Wert, and Japan in terms of preparation by the communities and support

by the local governments?
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Sent his first and second
daughter to Hawaii
in 2010 and 2011,
respectively. He and his
family hosted students
from Hawaii in 2011. He
accompanied the Hawaii
Island Friendship
Delegation as a member
of the secretariat in

2011 and 2018.

DTER, [Hrd EFRPICY—7 4 L IZfToThbRELIASILELNT. EETELIA,

In Hawaii, the key members at the hosting organization as well as many of the students were Japanese
descendants, so it was easy for me to work with them. I didn't actually go to Van Wert, but I know that the
mayor of Van Wert arranged everything for our visit. Actually, he drove the bus for our delegation. He was
different from the image of a city mayor I had compared to his counterparts in Japan. Also in Hawaii, the
mayor of Hawaii County greeted us saying, "I've just arrived here after going surfing this morning". I was

very surprised about that.
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As a host family, did you have any difficulties in providing parental care to students?
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This is too minor to describe as a difficulty, but I have three
daughters and we hosted three girls, and in addition, one of my
daughters' friend stayed with us during the homestay. That means
there were eight women including my wife at home...(laugh) I
sometimes even hesitated to enter the room when they were all
inside. For the farewell party, we got all seven girls dressed in
yukata, Japanese summer kimono, and it was a lot of work. Not
only my wife but also my mother was needed to get the job done. It

was crazy.
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Lastly, what stands out in your experience of all the exchange programs?
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I had never imagined I would use English at work because I was not good at speaking English. I especially
used to feel a cold sweat when I was the only one left in the guest room at Sumoto High School to interpret(?)
the conversation between the school principal and the teacher from Hawaii because no translation software
was available on smart phones yet at that time. Later, I looked into a lot of things like geography, history,
and tourist spots in Hilo, Hawail and in Van Wert making full use of search software, translation software,
and Google Maps. Guidebooks like "Chikyu-no-Arukikata (Globe Trotter Travel Guidebook)" were the only
things available before, but now we have the Internet, which makes everything much more convenient. Maybe
I can at least explore downtown Hilo by myself (laugh). It's rewarding when the students whom I supported
visit me and help me host people from abroad, and also when I hear good news like somebody is studying at
a university overseas, or that another found a job at an international organization. Initially, I only came to
be involved in the exchange programs and the association itself because my predecessor was transferred,
but I'm glad I was able to help so many people. Fortunately, the staff at the association as well as people in
Hawaii were very nice to me and allowed me to have great experiences. Taking this opportunity, I would like

to extend my appreciation to all of them. Thank you very much.
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