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After the class. English Teacher : Fujishige Stephen Makoto

| This past autumn was my first experience teaching an adult English
=== conversation class. Before the class began in September, | did not know
3.m-;; what topics and materials would be best to introduce to the beginner’ s
English class. | was very nervous and hoped that the students would be
patient with me. After my first lesson | discovered that everyone was very
patient and gracious.

I asked the students what they wanted to learn and received many responses. Most wanted to use
English for travel, so I made several lessons about useful travel English.

We learned about asking for and receiving directions, commonly used phrases, and ordering
food at restaurants. We also studied simple grammar and played English word games such as

Scatagories and Pictionary.

The class had a variety of individuals whose skill levels and interests were different. To
communicate with the class, I spoke English and used Japanese when English was not understood
But after several weeks, I found that the class understood my English very well
Each week at the beginning of class, 1 gave the class a simple warm—up activity called scrambled
sentences. I wrote sentences that were out of order and asked them to make the words into
correct sentences. [ also wanted to give everyone a chance to speak, so we spent some time each
week talking about our weekend plans and past experiences.
Although it was a conversation class, I wanted to give the class
some practice with writing in English. 1 asked them to write &

journals on two separate occasions as homework. Reading everyone’
s journals gave me a chance to get to know each student better and F'
help improve their English grammar. After returning the journals
to the students, I asked the class to come to me with any questions about my corrections.

In my favorite class we had an open conversation about Christmas and New Year’ s traditions
in Japan and America. I really enjoyed hearing about special Japanese foods and learned a
lot from our conversation. For the end of the year performance, the students decided to sing
Jingle Bells. We practiced the song and performed it in front of everyone. 1[I had a lot of fun
teaching the beginner’ s class this year and am looking forward to teaching again next year!
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